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COURSE DESCRIPTION/RATIONALE 

 

This course is designed to help students acquire and demonstrate the cross-curricular literacy skills that are 

evaluated by the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT).  Students who complete the course successfully 

will meet the provincial literacy requirement for graduation.  Students will read a variety of informational, 

narrative, and graphic texts and will produce a variety of forms of writing, including summaries, information 

paragraphs, opinion pieces, and news reports.  Students will also maintain and manage a portfolio containing a 

record of their reading experiences and samples of their writing. 

 

OVERALL CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS 

 

Building Reading Skills 

• Demonstrate the ability to read and respond to variety of texts; 

• Demonstrate understanding of the organizational structure and features of a variety of informational, 

narrative, and graphic texts, including information paragraphs, opinion pieces, textbooks, newspaper 

reports and magazine stories, and short fiction; 

• Demonstrate understanding of the content and meaning of informational, narrative, and graphic texts 

that they have read using a variety of reading strategies; 

• Use a variety of strategies to understand unfamiliar and specialized words and expressions in 

informational, narrative and graphic texts. 

 

Building Writing Skills 

• Demonstrate the ability to use the writing process by generating and organizing ideas and producing first 

drafts, revised drafts, and final polished pieces to complete a variety of writing tasks; 

• Use knowledge of writing forms, and of the connections between form, audience, and purpose, to write 

summaries, information paragraphs, opinion pieces (i.e., series of paragraphs expressing an opinion), 

news reports, and personal reflections, incorporating graphic elements where necessary and appropriate. 

 

Understanding and Assessing Growth in Literacy 

• Demonstrate understanding of the importance of communication skills in their everyday lives – at school, 

at work, and at home; 

• Demonstrate understanding of their own roles and responsibilities in the learning process; 

• Demonstrate understanding of the reading and writing processes and of the role of reading and writing in 

learning; 

• Demonstrate understanding of their own growth in literacy during the course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

  Page 3 

OUTLINE OF COURSE CONTENT 

Unit # Unit Title Hours 

Unit 1 Community Voices through Reading and Writing – News Report and 

Information Texts 

22 hours 

Unit 2 Reading and Writing for Personal Success – Summary Reports and 

Graphic Texts 

22 hours 

Unit 3 Reading and Writing as Community Action – Opinion Writing 22 hours 

Unit 4 Leading into the Future with Reading and Writing – Literary 

Narratives: Fiction and Non-Fiction Texts 

33 hours 

Unit 5 Literacy Portfolio Reflection and Self-Assessment; Final Written 

Evaluation 

11 hours 

 Total: 110 hours 

 

UNIT ORGANIZATION 

Unit 1:  Community Voices through Reading and Writing 

Time:  24 hours 

Unit Description: 

Students broaden their focus from reading and writing for personal purposes, to understanding the many ways 

that reading and writing help to create and maintain vital communities.  Students define community, and start by 

examining the variety of reading and writing forms used in their school to create a school community.  They apply 

reading strategies to understand a variety of community publications, including news reports, and write their own 

new reports that reflect community concerns and interests.  Students find and discuss the stories that are 

important to their community, and use their understanding of narrative texts and demonstrate their 

understanding of the community issues and values reflected in these.  They also examine the relationship between 

language and power, reflect upon “new” language forms (e.g. text messaging) and their audiences, and make 

choices about appropriate language for different cultural and social situations. 

Unit 2:  Reading and Writing for Personal Success 

Time:  22 hours 

Unit Description: 

The unit builds on diagnostic and formative assessments of reading and writing to evaluation of reading and 

writing.  Students examine their reading habits, strategies, and attitudes, and review and apply stages of the 

writing process to produce required forms of writing.  Students have multiple opportunities to practice their skills 

and strategies receive feedback as they build their reading and writing skills.  They are encouraged to take personal 

responsibility for their learning.  The structure of daily classes is established as students engage in independent 

reading, and cross-curricular work.  They set goals and reflect about their reading and writing skills in the learning 

journal.  The emphasis in this unit is on graphic texts, which are examined in students’ course materials as well as 

in their reading outside of school. 
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Unit 3:  Reading and Writing as Community Action 

Time:  22 hours 

Unit Description: 

Students continue to work in the strands that weave throughout the course. The issues of community introduced 

in Unit 2 are used to focus on informational reading and writing. Students explore how reading skills are essential 

to access the practical information necessary to living in a community. Students research and evaluate practical 

informational writing on online community websites, where possible, and explore examples of how reading and 

writing skills can effect significant local and global change. Students use a variety of writing forms, including letters 

that express an opinion, to participate as responsible citizens in local or global communities. 

Unit 4:  Leading into the Future with Reading and Writing 

Time:  33 hours 

Unit Description: 

In this unit, students demonstrate their achievement of the literacy expectations through the means of studying a 

collection of literary fiction and non-fiction. Students will learn to examine and analyze the way different forms of 

texts are given narrative voice and literary devices are used to appeal to specific audiences. Using a combination of 

teacher-selected texts and tasks, and student selected texts and topics, students will answer questions to 

demonstrate their reading skills.  Students will demonstrate their growing command of rhetoric and organizational 

structure through their comprehension of different types of non-fiction narratives (e.g., anecdote, recounting of 

events, biography) and short fiction (e.g., dialogue, short story) to identify sequence of events and main ideas. 

Finally, they will employ their emerging critical thinking skills and knowledge of narrative structure to identify ways 

in which fiction and nonfiction narratives are distinct or similar in terms of character, chronology, and setting. 

Unit 5:  Self-Assessment and The Literacy Portfolio 

Time:  11 hours 

Unit Description: 

In this cumulative unit students will write a self-reflection assessing their growth in reading and writing skills in the 

course. In this course, students will maintain and manage a literacy portfolio to demonstrate and help them assess 

their growth in reading and writing skills throughout the course. Students will use a variety of tools to record and 

track the range of texts they have read and the writing they have produced in the course. The portfolio will contain 

all works in progress and all works that have been evaluated, for both reading and writing tasks. The portfolio will 

also contain a learning journal in which students set goals for improving their reading and writing skills and 

monitor their learning during the course. After completion of all the assigned tasks from each unit, students create 

an anthology of “best works” by selecting examples of reading and writing tasks they consider successful from 

their literacy portfolios. These, together with their reading logs and writing records, comprise the anthology. 

THE LITERACY PORTFOLIO 

In this course, students will maintain and manage a literacy portfolio to demonstrate and help them assess their 

growth in reading and writing skills throughout the course. Students will use a variety of tools to record and track 

the range of texts they have read and the writing they have produced in the course. The portfolio will contain all 

works in progress and all works that have been evaluated, for both reading and writing tasks. The portfolio will also 

contain a learning journal in which students set goals for improving their reading and writing skills and monitor 

their learning during the course.  
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Students will polish selected pieces from their portfolios. These final, polished pieces may be used for presentation 

and display, according to students’ own purposes, plans, and goals (e.g., as part of a work-related interview, as 

part of an application to an apprenticeship or college program).Students may be guided in their selections by 

consultations with their teacher in this course, as well as with their subject teachers, teacher-advisers, guidance 

counselors, parents, and employers.  

Students will use all components of the literacy portfolio to review and reflect upon their improvement in reading 

and writing skills, both during and at the end of the course. 

TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

o guided reading 

o peer-to-peer feedback 

o teacher lecture/presentation 

o student presentations 

o discussion boards 

o real-world reading materials  

o real-world writing assignments 

o interviewing 

o small group activities 

o partner activities 

o summarizing 

o vocabulary and/or key word charts 

o role-playing 

ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES 

o question and answer 

o written assignments 

o tests and quizzes 

o research reports 

o opinion pieces 

o portfolio 

o observations 

o conversations 

o learning activity logs 

o student-teacher conferencing 

o final written evaluation 

o final reflection and self-assessment 

 

ASSESSMENT TOOLS 

o teacher and self-assessment checklists 

o rubrics 

o observation checklists and notes 

o conversation records 

o exit cards 

o success criteria checklists 
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REPORTING OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT:  THE FINAL GRADE 

The student’s final grade for OLC4O will be determined as follows:  70% of the grade will be based on evaluations 

conducted throughout the course; 20% for final in-class evaluation comprising reading and writing tasks; and 10% 

for a reflection on the literacy portfolio to be submitted in the final week of the course. 

The student’s final grade for the course will be determined as follows: 

Evaluations During the Term: 70% of the Student’s Grade 

Evaluations during the term will be based on a variety of teacher-assigned and student-selected reading and 

writing tasks and will take place weekly during the synchronous learning activity time.  In order to meet the 

minimum requirements, the assessment FOR learn will be based on the student’s independent demonstration of 

the student’s performance on reading and writing tasks to meet the curriculum expectations and as described 

below. will include evaluation of the use of reading strategies 

The minimum requirements during the term are: 

Reading 

Following extensive practice on reading learning activities and assessment AS pieces related to a variety of texts, 

students will independently demonstrate for the assessment OF learning their understanding of a minimum of two 

narrative texts, four graphic texts, and five informational texts.  The texts will be teacher-selected and both the 

texts and tasks will be identical for all students in the class. 

Writing 

Following extensive practice with writing learning activities and assessment AS pieces related to a variety of forms, 

students will independently produce for the assessment OF learning a minimum of one summary, one information 

paragraph, two series of paragraphs expressing an opinion, and two news reports.  Topics will be assigned by the 

teacher and the tasks will be identical for all students in the class. 

To provide the optimum conditions for success, teachers will ensure that students have the opportunity to use the 

reading strategies they have learned to perform the reading tasks and to use the writing process to perform the 

writing tasks, demonstrating their skills under online synchronous class conditions with sufficient time to allow 

them to do quality work. 

Final Evaluation:  30% of the Student’s Grade 

For the 20% final evaluation, all students will independently demonstrate the reading and writing skills they have 

developed throughout the course by means of a final evaluation of reading and writing to take place on the last 

day of the course at the school building.   

For the 10% part of the final evaluation, all students will submit a written summary and self-assessment reviewing 

their literacy portfolio and reflecting upon their growth in literacy skills – what they know, are able to do, and what 

they have learned in the course. 

The 30% final evaluation should not be designed to replicate the OSSLT.  During the time provided for the 30% final 

evaluation, it is expected that no new teaching of concepts and skills will take place. Rather, at this time, students 

consolidate and synthesize what they have learned in the course in order to demonstrate the reading and writing 

skills they have acquired.  All students will demonstrate their knowledge and skills independently, with the teacher 

acting as a facilitator of the process. 

Teachers should give careful thought to creating a meaningful context for the final 20% written evaluation. Topics 

or themes that are relevant and appropriate to the students’ interests, aspirations, and future destinations (e.g., 
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topics related to future schooling or work, or significant issues) will help students become fully engaged in the 

performance tasks and encourage them to do their best work. 

For the 30 per cent final evaluation students will demonstrate their reading and writing skills through the following 

performance tasks: 

Reading (combined with writing) 

Students will read a teacher-selected text related to the selected topic or theme. In writing or through a 

conference with the teacher, students will respond to or answer questions about the text. These responses require 

students to demonstrate their achievement in terms of the three reading skills: understanding directly stated ideas 

and information in a text; understanding indirectly stated ideas and information in a text; and making connections 

between their personal knowledge or experiences and the ideas and information in the text. 

Writing (combined with reading) 

The teacher will select an additional text of 250 to 300 words, at an appropriate level of challenge, for students to 

read.  Students will write a summary of the selected text.  Students will record and organize the information they 

have gathered about a topic related to an assigned class activity and construct an information paragraph 

appropriate to a specific audience and purpose. 

OVERVIEW OF THE ACHIEVEMENT CHART 

Percentage Grade Range Description of the Level of Literacy Achieved 

§ 80–100% A skilful and effective performance in reading and writing. The student has significantly 

exceeded the level of literacy required for graduation, and earns a credit for the course. 

§ 65–79% Performance that shows considerable skill in reading and writing. The student 

has exceeded the level of literacy required for graduation, and earns a credit for the course. 

§ 50–64% Performance that shows moderate skill in reading and writing. The student has 

achieved the level of literacy required for graduation, and earns a credit for the course. 

§ 0–49% Performance that shows limited reading and writing skills. The student may be 

approaching the level of literacy required for graduation but cannot be deemed to have met the  

requirement and does not earn a credit for the course. 

A mark of 50 per cent represents both a pass in the course and the achievement of the literacy standard  

required for graduation. 

 

Online Considerations and the OSSLC 

 

All instruction will be delivered in a combined synchronous (real-time class for the teacher and students) and 

asynchronous (independent school work on the student’s own time tracked by a personal learning activity log) 

format creating a similar experience for all students.  Students are expected to have their own technology that 

connects to the Internet to make use of Schoolboy, an online Learning Management System.  With Schoolboy, 

students will be able to access handouts and assignments, and also submit their work for evaluation.  

Conversations and observations will be created virtually through the video-conferencing that is part of the 

Schoolboy LMS.   
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English Language Learners and the OSSLC 

Almost all of WEIA’s students are English Language Learners who come from abroad to study in Canada.  The 

teacher makes use of a variety of instructional strategies and learning resources to ensure that students 

understand concepts and participate fully as active learners.  These include:  vocabulary banks, the use of audio-

visual aids and graphic organizers.   Students are encouraged to draw on prior learning and background 

experiences from their home country to inform their learning of Literacy. The OSSLT is a particular challenge for 

ELLs and care must be taken to not only improve their competencies in reading and writing in the OLC4O, but also 

in fostering a sense of self-confidence in their skills and abilities.  All online learners attend a course welcome and 

orientation with the Principal either in-person or virtually through video-conferencing.  All online OLC4O students 

will have had experience with two or more ESL courses prior to enrolling in the OLC4O.  

 

RESOURCES  
 

Textbook 

Literacy Power OSSLC copyright 2004 

Publisher:  Nelson Education Ltd. 

Print Version ISBN:  978-0-7715-2020-4 

 

Additional 

Assorted newspaper articles, readings, and other teacher-and-student generated materials.  Technologies will be 

used to explore and/or reinforce concepts where practical and beneficial. 
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